
     In-Text Citations- The Basics
 Are you guilty of CTRL C + CTRL V? Are you confused 
when your teacher says “Cite textual evidence”? 

Overview: When you use the words or ideas of another 
person in your paper, you must document the source 

within the text of the paper as well as on the Works Cited 
page. Whether you quote or paraphrase the source, you must 

include a citation that 1) Clearly points to the source on the Works Cited 
page  and 2) Identifies the location of the borrowed information.  

Defined: Referring to the works of others in your own essay is done through In-Text Citations also 
known as Parenthetical Citations. 

Author-Page Style: MLA follows the author-page style of formatting. This is pretty simple. First take the 
author’s last name and the page number from which you are quoting or paraphrasing. Next, put them 
together (with a space in between) in a little parenthesis sandwich at the end of your sentence. The 
period goes after the citation. Think of the period as a door shutting all the info that goes together into 
its own room.  

Example: Many Citizens are against Indian related mascots and on Saturday  “a major sector of the 
United Church of Christ voted to urge its 40,000 members to boycott the Redskin team” (White 2). 

This tells readers that this quote comes from page 2 of a work written by an author with the last the 
name of “White”. If the reader wants more information, they can flip to the Works Cited page and find 
“White”. 

In-Text Citation Practice

Exceptions: 
1. No author, corporation only: Use the name of the corporation in the author’s 

last name placeholder. Example (U.S. Dept. of Labor 10). 
2. No page numbers available: Do not include one. If only everything else was 

this easy. Example: Another critic argues that Beah’s “honesty is exacting, 
and a testament to the ability of children to outlive their sufferings, if given 
a chance” (Smith). 

3. Author named in the sentence: If you mention the author’s name within the sentence, save some ink 
and don’t mention it in the citation. Example: Joseph White, an Associated Press writer, reported 
that “The Redskins have responded to critics by creating an Original Americans Foundation to give 
financial support to Native American tribes” (3). 

4. Two or three authors: Name both or all three. Example: (Smith, Green, and Brown 55). 
5. Four or more authors: Name all authors or put the first author and “et al.” which means “and 

others.” Example: ( Smith et al. 55) 
6. A source without an author or a corporation:  Include the full title of the work or a shortened 

version of the title in the citation. Always check the entire Website before determining the material 
has no author. Sometimes the author’s name can be found at the bottom of the page, in small print, 
and/or on a home page. Example (“Ebola Virus”). 

Bonus: If you are citing just one source throughout your writing assignment, there is good news. You 


