
How to 
Recognize 
Bias



When you are learning about research topics and 
current events, you must also know how to recognize 
bias. Learning how to spot so-called “fake news” has 
become even more critical since the 2016 presidential 
election, during which social media allowed obviously 
biased stories to spread like wildfire.

But recognizing bias can be a tricky skill. One 2016 
study found that 82 percent of middle school students 
couldn’t distinguish between a news story and one 
labeled as sponsored content.

https://web.stanford.edu/~gentzkow/research/fakenews.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~gentzkow/research/fakenews.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/most-students-dont-know-when-news-is-fake-stanford-study-finds-1479752576
https://www.wsj.com/articles/most-students-dont-know-when-news-is-fake-stanford-study-finds-1479752576


What is fake news?

What do you think are some signs of fake 
news?

Have you ever believed fake news? When? 
Why?

What happens if we can’t tell real news from 
fake news?



All About Explorers: 
Christopher Columbus 

Does the information on this site match 
up with what you know to be true? (Was 
Columbus really born in 1951, like the site 
says?) 

In this case, the information is actually false. 
Discuss the differences between false information and 
biased information.

https://www.allaboutexplorers.com/explorers/columbus/
https://www.allaboutexplorers.com/explorers/columbus/


How do you know when a source is reliable? 

What are some ways to verify this? 

Can you believe everything a reliable source writes? 

Why or why not?

Could a reliable source also be biased?

Google whether a source you read is considered to 
have a liberal or conservative bias. 

*Choose from more than one source to maintain 
a balanced perspective or to showcase 

differences of opinion.*



Vocabulary

Bias: A judgment based on a personal point of view.

Claim: A statement put forth as true in an argument or on 
an issue.

Exaggeration: An overstatement or stretching of the truth.

Reason: A general statement that offers support for a 
claim.

Evidence: Facts, statistics, and examples used to support 
reasons.

What is the difference 
between liberal, conservative, 
and middle-of-the-road 
perspectives?

You can find differences on 
websites like Student News 
Daily. 

When you understand how different people think and why, 
you will ask better questions of the information you are 
evaluating and relying upon.

https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/
https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/conservative-vs-liberal-beliefs/


The media’s choices affect 
reader perception.

The choice of which images or words 
to use or exclude in a news story is an 
important decision. This decision helps to 
shape the viewer ’s or reader ’s opinions 
about an event or person.

Use the following websites to guess the 
implied bias in headlines and images.

http://umich.edu/~newsbias/headlines.html
http://umich.edu/~newsbias/img_sec.html


There are many words used 
to describe fake news. Do a 
search and find the definition 
and examples of the following:

Satire
Clickbait
Hyperpartisan News

https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2004/07/19/fighting-fire-with-satire/
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/david-petrie/david-petrie-clickbait-memes-sharing-truth-–-activities-digital-literacies
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/hyperpartisan


Investigate how biased news has become 
a business model.

Create a short presentation on the 
concept that biased news is now an 
American business model. Discuss whether 
or not this has been good for the American 
public.

http://www.journalism.org/2012/11/01/coverage-candidates-media-sector-and-cable-outlet/

