
METAPHOR
A direct comparison between two 
unlike things that actually have 
something important in common.

New York, concrete jungle 
Where dreams are made of.
There’s nothin’ you can’t do.
Now you’re in New York.
  - Jay Z & Alecia Keys



SIMILE
A stated comparison using “like” or 
“as” between two fundamentally 
dissimilar things that have certain 
qualities in common.

You, with your words like knives
And swords and weapons 
That you use against me
You have knocked 
Me off my feet again
Got me feeling like I’m nothing
You, with your voice 
Like nails on a chalkboard
Calling me out when I’m wounded
   - Taylor Swift



OXYMORON
A figure of speech in which opposite 
or contradictory terms appear side 
by side.

And I hate how much I love you boy.
I can’t stand how much I need you. 
And I hate how much I love you boy,
But I just can’t let you go,
And I hate that I love you so.
    - Rihanna 







Directions: Read each sentence and underline 
the oxymoron example in each.
Example: The original copies were on my desk. 
Answer: The original copies were on my desk.

1. My younger brother took the larger half of the blueberry 
muffin.

2. The teacher asked the class to keep the noise down to a 
dull roar.

3. When Elizabeth mentioned her election idea to the 
committee, it went over like a lead balloon.

4. It was a minor miracle that no one was hurt when the car 
ran off the country road.

5. James became a one-man band to raise money for the 
school project.

6. He is always able to give an unbiased opinion when he is 
asked politely.

7. The toy company faced a friendly takeover by the bicycle 
manufacturer.

8. She asked in a loud whisper if anyone wanted to leave 
the movie with her.

9. The liquid gas threatened the environment.

10. The original copies arrived in the mail.

11. The open secret kept me waiting in suspense.

12. The tragic comedy was very entertaining to watch. 

13. That incident was seriously funny.

14. I’m having an awfully pretty afternoon.


