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The narrator is an extremely important element in a work of literature. He/she is the lens 
through which we view all of the characters and action.  

Elements of Literature 
 

Narrative point of view in literature describes the narrator's position in 
relation to the story being told. There are 3 broad types of narrator. 

1 
 

 

 

 

2 
  
3 

Although the first-person narrator 
is usually the protagonist, it is not 
always. In Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 

Sherlock Holmes, Watson (Sherlock’s 
sidekick) is the narrator. 

First-Person Narrator 
In a first-person narrative, the story is revealed through a narrator 
who is also a character within the story. First-person narration is 
easy to identify, because the narrator will be telling the story from 
his/her perspective and therefore will use the pronoun “I” or “we”. 
 

NOTE: Usually, the reader trusts the first-person narrator. However, in some narratives, the first-person narrator 
can be an unreliable narrator. That is, a narrator who can’t really be trusted. Either from ignorance or self-
interest, this narrator speaks with a bias, makes mistakes, or even lies. One of the most famous unreliable narrators 
is Holden from J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye.  

 

ADVANTAGE OF USING A FIRST-PERSON NARRATOR: Creates an intimacy between the narrator 
and reader; the reader gains insight into the thoughts and feelings of the narrating character.  
 
Second-Person Narrator 
A second-person narrator uses the pronoun 'you' to address the reader directly. It is rarely used 
in literature as it forces the reader into being a ‘character’ in the story (which they may be 
reluctant to be!) However, it is used in guide books, recipes, business presentations etc.  
 

ADVANTAGE OF USING A SECOND-PERSON NARRATOR: The narrator is able to speak directly to 
the reader in order to instruct or teach. 
 
Third-Person Narrator 
The narrator is not a character in the story, but he/she is an observer who tells the reader the 
thoughts and feelings of one, most, or all, of the characters in the story. The third-person narrator 
will use pronouns such as “he”, “she”, “them” etc.  
 

» 3rd-Person OBJECTIVE: The narrator tells a third-person’s story (he, she, 
him, her), but the narrator only describes characters’ actions and dialogue -
 the narrator does not reveal any character’s thoughts or feelings. 
 

» 3rd-Person LIMITED: The narrator’s view is limited to the internal workings of 
one character (usually the protagonist).  The narrator reveals the thoughts 
and feelings of this character, but no others. 
 

» 3rd-Person OMNISCIENT: The word omniscient roughly means ‘all knowing’ 
– therefore the omniscient narrator is one who narrates the thoughts and 
feelings of many (or all) of the different characters in a story.  

 
NOTE: The third-person narrator is not necessarily the voice of the author. The narrator, even a third-person one, 
can be a sort of ‘created character’ in their own right. You must not assume that the thoughts and views of the 
narrator are those of the author, and when talking or writing about the narrative, you shouldn’t say, “J.K. Rowling 
says that...”, you should say, “The narrator says that…”.  
 

ADVANTAGE OF USING A THIRD-PERSON NARRATOR: The reader is able to gain insight into the 
thoughts, feelings and actions of multiple characters.  

The point of view from which a story is told, and the voice of the narrator, is extremely important. Think about how 
different the story of Cinderella would be if it were told from the perspective of one of the ugly stepsisters.  

Narrative Point-of-View 


