
Let’s Get This Started!!!

Time to put this research paper together. 

Here is your to-do list:

 Make sure your paragraph templates (pgs. 29-36) have sources. If they don’t, look back 
at your source pages (pgs. 10-14) and find where the info from that paragraph came from. 
At the end of the paragraph you are going to add a parenthetic documentation. It will 
look like this if you have the author (Simpson), or this if you don’t have an author, but have 
the title of the article (“Clean Up The Oceans”).

 Open a new google doc, name it “Research Paper” and copy and paste your 
introduction, paragraphs, and conclusion. 

 Select all the text and make the font size 12 pt, the font Times New Roman, and select 
double spacing. There should be no double-double spacing between paragraphs. 

 Double check that the parenthetical documentation is included and correct.

 Do you have 5 complete pages? If not, you have a few options. Option 1: Go back 
over all your information and explain and expand your points. Option 2: See where your 
paper could use some more information or maybe a new subtopic. Use a new source and 
add the new information.

Now color code your first draft.

 Make your thesis statement RED.  A thesis statement is a sentence, typically at the end 
of the introductory paragraph that encompasses all of the key components of your essay.  
It serves as a road map for the rest of your paper.

 Make your topic sentences GREEN.  At the beginning of each of your subtopics, you 
should have a topic sentences that states what the paragraph will be about indirectly.  
NOTICE: the sentence does not say “This paragraph will be about…”

 Make your citations ORANGE.  An in-text citation gives credit to the author of the 
information, protects you from plagiarizing, and ensures that you have evidence to support 
your claims.


